
If I have no feathers, or very little feathers, I 

am a nestling. If I am not in my nest, I need 

help!  Can you find my nest? Is it intact? 

If I’m a small bird, make me a substitute 

nest by poking holes in a small container or 

using a berry basket; line it with pine 

needles or something soft, like tissues or 

grasses (no cloth). If I am an owl or a hawk, 

use a laundry basket. Find a high branch in 

the immediate area and attach the box 

with twine, or some other safe means.  

Put me in the makeshift nest. Observe 

from a distance for an hour... are my 

parents visiting the nest? 

I am a fledgling. Although I have some feathers, I am 

still learning how to fly. It's normal for me to be 

hopping on the ground and fluttering my wings.  My 

parents still continue to feed me. 

Am I safe from people and pets? 

Call Tucson Wildlife Center at  

520-290-WILD (9453) 

Put me in nearby 

bushes for coverage 

or on a low tree 

branch.  

Watch from a 

distance.... Are my 

parents nearby? 

Put me in the nest. 

My parents will 

care for me. 

Observe from a 

distance for an 

hour... are my 

parents visiting 

the nest? 

Please 

leave me 

alone. I 

will be 

okay!   

What to do When You Find a Baby Bird, Hawk or Owl 

Am I sick or hurt? (bleeding, unable to flutter wings, 

lethargic, wings drooping unevenly) 

   Do I have feathers? 

     Call Tucson Wildlife Center at  

520-290-WILD (9453) No 

Nestling sparrow Fledgling sparrow 

Please remember that a baby’s best chance of 

survival is to stay with their parents. Please 

don’t try and rehab wildlife on your own. 
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Please leave me alone. I will be okay!   
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